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Awards  Dinner 

May 18, 2018 

Jackson Center 

Huntsville, Alabama 

Event Program 



Shaping the Future of Aerospace 
 

The American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) is the 
principal society and voice serving the aerospace profession. Its purpose 
is to advance the arts, sciences, and technology of aeronautics and 
astronautics and to foster and promote the professionalism of those 
engaged in these pursuits. Founded and based in the United States, AIAA 
is a global organization with nearly 31,000 individual professional 
members, thousands of customers worldwide, and an active international 
outreach. AIAA is the world's largest professional society devoted to the 
progress of engineering and science in aviation, space, and defense. The 
Institute continues to be the principal voice, information resource, and 
publisher for aerospace engineers, scientists, managers, policymakers, 
students, and educators. The AIAA is the U.S. representative on the 
International Astronautical Federation and the International Council on 
the Aeronautical Sciences. 
 

Founded as the Alabama Section of the American Rocket Society in 1952, 
the current Greater Huntsville Section of the AIAA works to provide a 
professional forum for the local aerospace community. The Greater 
Huntsville Section is one of the largest in the AIAA with approximately 
1000 members representing industry, government, and academia. The 
Section operates year-round, conducting lunch or dinner events with 
guest speakers, offering continuing education opportunities, and 
providing a means for professional recognition within the aerospace field.  
Information is provided through e-mail, our website, and various social 
media outlets. Annual activities include Engineers Week, Science Fair 
Judging, Sponsorship of the Regional Student Conference & College 
Scholarships, presentation of awards for the NASA Human Exploration 
Rover Challenge at the US Space & Rocket Center, and playing an integral 
role in the aerospace community through events including NASA on the 
Square, the Space and Missile Defense Symposium, and International 
Drone Day.  Look for even more exciting events in the coming year. 

 



Program 

 
 

5:00  Registration, Social  

6:30 Welcome ...................................................... Alex Jehle, Vice Chair 
 Presentation of the Colors .......... Bob Jones High School AFJROTC 
 National Anthem 
 Invocation ................................................................ Lisa Philippart 
 Toast and Dinner ..........................................................  Alex Jehle 
 
7:15 Invited Speaker ................................................ Daniel Dumbacher 

 

7:50  Awards Program ............................................................ Alex Jehle 
 Recognition of Science Fair Winners 
 Recognition of Essay Contest Winner 
 Robert L. Sackheim Scholarship Award  
 Recognition of 2018 AIAA Associate Fellows 
 AIAA Public Service Award 
 Section Awards ........................ Naveen Vetcha, Joe Majdalani   

- Ed Pruett Young Professional of the Year Award 
- Earl Pearce Professional of the Year Award 
- Konrad Dannenberg Educator of the Year Award 
- Students of the Year Award 
- Martin Schilling Award 
- Holger Toftoy Award  
- Hermann Oberth Award 

 

8:25 Section Council Installation ................................... Naveen Vetcha 
 Recognition of Past Council and Year In Review 

 Presentation of Section Chairperson’s Plaque 

 New Section Officers and Directors 

 Incoming Chairperson Remarks 
 

8:45 Retrieval of colors ....................... Bob Jones High School AFJROTC 
 Adjourn .......................................................................... Alex Jehle  

 
 
 
 



 
Dinner Menu 

 
Freshly Baked Rolls with Butter 

Mixed Greens Salad with House Dressing 

 
Choice of Entrée 

Pre-reserved 
 

Butcher’s Tender with Burgundy Wine Sauce 
 

Atlantic Salmon with Lemon Dill Sauce 
 

Vegetarian Moussaka (Layers of Eggplant, Peppers, Onions, 
Tomatoes & Zucchini Topped with a Creamy Béchamel Sauce) 

 
All Entrees Served with Seasonal Vegetable and 

Creamy Mashed Potatoes 

 

Dessert 
Chocolate Layer Cake 

Limoncello Mascarpone Cake 

 
Beverages 

Iced Tea, Water, Coffee 
Soft Drinks, Beer, Wine and Cocktails for Purchase 

 

 



Mr. Daniel L. Dumbacher 
Executive Director 

American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics 
 

Dan Dumbacher is the Executive 
Director of the American Institute of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA). 
 
Before joining the AIAA staff in January 
2018, Dumbacher was a Professor of 
Engineering Practice in the School of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics at 
Purdue University, where he taught 

courses in systems thinking, systems engineering, and space policy. 
 
Prior to Purdue, Dumbacher served as the Deputy Associate 
Administrator, Exploration Systems Development Division, Human 
Exploration and Operations Mission Directorate at NASA Headquarters. 
In that capacity, he provided leadership and management as the 
Program Director for Exploration Systems Development, which included: 
the Space Launch System, Orion, and Ground Systems Development and 
Operations development and integration efforts. He led a national team 
of over 5,000, spanning all NASA centers and industry, and was 
responsible for a $3 billion annual budget. 
 
During his career, he has received numerous awards and honors 
including the coveted Silver Snoopy Award and the NASA Distinguished 
Service Medal. In 2015, Purdue recognized him with the Gustafson 
Teaching Award. 
 
Dumbacher earned his bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering from 
Purdue University and a master’s degree in business administration from 
the University of Alabama in Huntsville. He has also completed the Senior 
Managers in Government program at Harvard University. 
 
Dumbacher is a native of Indianapolis, Indiana. He and his wife Lee have 
three grown children. 



AIAA Greater Huntsville Section Honors & 
Awards 
 
 

2018 AIAA Associate Fellows 
Ms. Sheree Gay Dr. James Parsons 

Mr. Myron A. Pessin 
Mr. Ronald F. Porter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2017 AIAA Section 

Honors 

Dr. Adrian Sescu 
Dr.Wallace Kirkpatrick Mr. David Weeks 
Ms. Robin J. Osborne  

  
 

 

 

First Place, 2016 – 2017 Outstanding Section Award: Greater 
Huntsville Section, Brandon Stiltner, Chair and Naveen Vetcha, Vice 
Chair 

 

First Place, 2016 – 2017  Public Policy Award: Greater Huntsville 
Section, Robert LaBranche, Public Policy Director 

 

First Place, 2016 – 2017  STEM K-12 Award: Greater Huntsville 
Section, Brandon Stiltner, Chair 

 

First Place, 2016 – 2017  YP Activity Award: Greater Huntsville 
Section, Tammy Statham, Young Professional Director 

 

First Place (tie), 2016 – 2017 Outstanding Activity Award: Greater 
Huntsville Section 
Activity: Young Professionals Symposium 

 

Second Place, 2016 – 2017 Communications Award: Greater 
Huntsville Section, Erin Walker, Communications Director 

 

Second Place, 2016 – 2017 Membership Award: Greater Huntsville 
Section, Candice Dalton Membership Director 

2018 AIAA Associate Fellows from the Greater Huntsville Section (Jan. 9, 2018) 



Alabama Science and Engineering Fair (ASEF) 
 
Mary Alice Jouve, 11th grade at McGill-Toolen Catholic High School 
Project title: “Kepler-Keck, Double Check: Confirming Kepler Exoplanet 
Candidates Using Keck Radial Velocity Data” 

Jeremiah C. Davis, 10th grade at Oakwood Adventist Academy 
Project title: “How Does the Diameter of a Solid Rocket Motor Nozzle 
Affect It’s Thrust and Burn Duration?” 

Riley Jordan, 8th grade at D.A. Smith Middle School  
Project: “The Fighting Falcon’sFan Blade. It’ll Blow You Away” 

 

North Alabama Regional Science and Engineering Fair (NARSEF) 
 
Jack Gregory Revera, 5th grade at Horizon Elementary 
Project title: “Tracking Asteroids” 

Jeremiah C. Davis, 10th grade at Oakwood Adventist Academy 
Project title: “How Does the Diameter of a Solid Rocket Motor Nozzle 
Affect It’s Thrust and Burn Duration?” 

 
AIAA Space Systems Technical Committee Section  

Essay Contest Winner 
 
Taylor Honeycutt, 8th grade at Covenant Christian Academy.  
Topic: “Impact of Astronauts on NASA, future of the United States, and 
International Partnerships” 



2016 AIAA Greater Huntsville Section 
 Robert L. Sackheim Engineering & Science Scholarship 

 

This $1000 scholarship, named for the late industry giant and Section 
member Bob Sackheim, promotes careers in the aerospace industry by 
encouraging students to pursue a related engineering or science 
degree.  Candidates must be high school seniors living within the Greater 
Huntsville Section area (comprising of the State of Alabama and most 
counties in Mississippi), entering an accredited university in the Greater 
Huntsville Section area, and pursuing a degree in engineering, the sciences, 
or mathematics, to bolster the future of the aeronautics and astronautics 
industries. 
 

Jared Jones 
Jared Jones was born in Huntsville, Alabama, and has homeschooled with 
Covenant Christian Academy (CCA) since kindergarten.  He is a National 
Merit Commended Student.  As a Boys State delegate, Jared was awarded 
the Samsung American Legion Alabama Boys State Scholarship.  He also 
participated in the TeenPact program on a state and national level.  Jared 
has been a CCA Varsity basketball player for four years and a co-captain 
for two years.  He has been a feature writer for the CCA student 
newspaper.  Jared is a member of the Eta Sigma Alpha National Honor 
Society and has served as Chaplain and President.  He is also a member of 
the Mu Eta Sigma National Math Honor Society.  He has received CCA 
Academic Awards in Honors Calculus, Physics, Biblical Greek II, and English.  
For the past two years, Jared has received a CCA Gold Service Award.  As 
a member of Southside Baptist Church, he has been involved in mission 
trips, local service projects, Vacation Bible School, and the youth group.  
Jared also serves his church as an usher and as a co-leader of his church’s 
Basketball Outreach Ministry.  This fall, Jared will be majoring in electrical 
engineering at Auburn University.   



2016 AIAA Greater Huntsville Section Awards 
 

Ed Pruett Young Professional of the Year Award 
 

In recognition of a member of 35 years of age or younger who has 
demonstrated extraordinary technical skill and dedication in the 
Aerospace Engineering profession, the 2018 Award is presented to: 
 

Brandon Stiltner  
Brandon Stiltner is an Aerospace Engineer with 
10 years of experience from various areas 
within the industry sector.  He is currently 
employed with Jacobs Technology working as a 
contractor at NASA MSFC.   He is a Guidance, 
Navigation, and Control Engineer working with 
the Separation Dynamics team, analyzing 
various separation events for SLS including 
staging, tower clearance, and jettison events. 

Brandon holds B.S. (2007)  and   M.S.   (2011)  degrees   in   Aerospace 
Engineering from Virginia Tech and is a Certified Modeling and Simulation 
Professional Engineer. Brandon is actively involved in the AIAA at both the 
local and national levels. He is a Senior Member of the Institute and an 
Associate Member of the AIAA Modeling   and   Simulation   Technical   
Committee.  Since 2015, Brandon has been in a leadership position on the 
AIAA Greater Huntsville Section.  Most recently, Brandon was the Chair 
Emmeritus of the section. 
 

 



Earl Pearce Professional of the Year Award 
 

In recognition of extraordinary dedication, creativity, and leadership while 
engaged in professional work or activity within the aerospace community, 
the 2018 Award is presented to: 
 

Dr. Kurt Polzin 
Kurt Polzin received his B.S. in aeronautical 
and astronautical engineering from The 
Ohio State University in 1999 and his Ph.D. 
from Princeton University in 2006, where he 
was a National Defense Science and 
Engineering Graduate Fellow.  Since 2004, 
he has been with NASA’s George C. Marshall 
Space Flight Center (MSFC) in Huntsville, AL, 
as a Propulsion Research Scientist with the 

Propulsion Research and Development Laboratory.  He is presently the 
technical lead for electric propulsion at MSFC.  Dr. Polzin is an Associate 
Fellow of AIAA and is a member of the AIAA Electric Propulsion Technical 
Committee.  He is a past chairman of the Greater Huntsville Section and is 
currently the Director for the 8 states comprising the Southeastern Region 
of AIAA.  Dr. Polzin is also a Senior Member of IEEE and has been a 
technical planning committee member for the International Electric 
Propulsion Conference and JANNAF Spacecraft Propulsion Subcommittee 
meetings. 

 



Konrad Dannenberg Educator of the Year Award 
 

Konrad Dannenberg was a German-American rocket pioneer who was an 
avid proponent of education in the community, an active AIAA member 
and an inspiration to the Aerospace Community.  In recognition of 
outstanding service to education and promotion of math and science 
within the community, the 2018 Award is presented to: 
 

Dr. D. Brian Landrum 
Dr. D. Brian Landrum received his B.S. 
and M.S. degrees in Aerospace 
Engineering from Texas A & M 
University in 1984 and 1986. From 1986 
to 1988, he was a Member of Technical 
Staff in the Aerodynamics Department 
at Sandia National laboratories, in 
Albuquerque, NM. He received his 

Ph.D. degree in Aerospace Engineering from North Carolina State 
University in 1992 where he was a Graduate  Research Fellow in the NASA 
sponsored Mars Mission Research Center. He is currently an Associate 
Professor and the Associate Chair of the Mechanical & Aerospace 
Engineering Deportment at the University of Alabama in Huntsville. Dr. 
Landrum’s research interests included aerospace systems design, subsonic 
through hypersonic aerodynamics, vehicle flight mechanics and 
performance, biologically-inspired flight, engineering education, and the 
history of technology. He teaches courses in introductory aerospace 
engineering, aerospace vehicle design and aerodynamics. He has authored 
or co-authored more than 100 journal articles and technical papers. He 
has advised 43 PhD and Master of Science degree graduates that are 
employed at various national and international aerospace companies and 
agencies. Dr. Landrum has served as the UAH AIAA Faculty Advisor for 25 
years and currently serves as the Region II Faculty Advisors Liaison. He is 
an AIAA Associate Fellow and a member of the AIAA Education Book series 
advisory board. He previously served as a member of the AIAA 
Plasmadynamics and Lasers TC and as the Region II Deputy Director for 
Technical Activities. He was presented the AIAA National Faculty Advisor 
of the Year Award in 2004. He is also the advisor for the UAH Baptist 
Campus Ministry and the Ratio Christi Student Section. While at UAH, Dr. 
Landrum helped provide resources and training to high school Engineering 



Academies in Huntsville, Madison, Decatur and Guntersville, Alabama. He 
has encouraged the growth of UAH AIAA STEM outreach to local schools 
and increased participation of our student members in these activities. Dr. 
Landrum was recently selected to participate in the AIAA Distinguished 
Mentor Program to provide K-12 STEM presentations and support. 

 
Undergraduate/Graduate Student of the Year 

 
In recognition of notable technical accomplishments, active engineering 
research, outstanding service to the AIAA student section, or active STEM 
outreach in the local community this award is presented to: 
 

Nathaniel A. Long (Undergraduate) 
Nathanial chose engineering to combine his 
loves of problem solving, math and science, 
and science fiction. He earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Aerospace Engineering with a minor 
in German from the University of Alabama in 
Huntsville. While at UAH, Nathanial was active 
in the Space Hardware Club, which he was 
president of in 2016-2017, and he was the 

project manager for the Student Launch competition team in 2017-2018. 
Nathanial has also co-oped with RadioBro corporation since 2014, where 
he has managed 2 product lines and a satellite office in Bremen, Germany 
during his 10 month study abroad. Nathanial participates in Pumpkin Blast 
with AIAA as well as other outreach and professional development 
opportunities, and enjoys swing dancing in his free time. 
 

Paul A. Kovacic (Graduate) 
Paul Kovacic is a doctoral student at Auburn 
University in the Department of Aerospace 
Engineering, where he has also received his 
B.A.E. and M.S. degrees. As part of the 
Advanced Propulsion Research Laboratory, he 
is pursuing the development of a robust 
computational tool that will extend current 
computational fluid dynamics capabilities by 
enabling rapid determination of the linear 

stability characteristics of a given liquid rocket engine configuration. In 
addition to his academic pursuits, Paul has been actively involved with 



AIAA since he was a freshman, including serving two terms as treasurer 
and president, respectively, for the Auburn student chapter during a time 
that saw a record number of student members involved with student 
chapter activities. 
 

 
 



Past Recipients of the Martin Schilling, Holger Toftoy, 
Hermann Oberth Awards 

 

 

1961 - Mr. James Lee 1981 - Mr. Troy Street 2000 - Mr. Todd Honeycutt

1962 - Mr. Konrad Dannenberg1982 - Dr. Klaus Dannenberg 2001 - Mr. Robert L. Sackheim

1963 - Mr. Rodney Stewart 1983 - Dr. Robert Seitz 2002 - Mr. Bobby G. Noblitt

1965 - Mr. Max Stone 1984 - Dr. Bernard Morgan, Jr 2003 - Dr. Arloe W. Mayne, Jr.

1966 - Mr. Lloyd Johnson 1985 - Mr. David Rabb 2004 - Mr. Steven R. Noneman

1967 - Mr. John Meshejian 1986 - Dr. Oskar Essenwanger 2005 - Dr. Joseph D. Sims

1968 - Mr. William Douglass 1987 - Dr. S.T. Wu 2006 - Mr. John A. Hall

1969 - Mr. Robert Brazil 1988 - Carmine De Sanctis 2007 - Mr. Terry Abel

1970 - Mr. J. B. Huff 1989 - Dr. Larry Atha 2008 - Dr. Mike Tinker

1971 - Mr. Will Lewis 1990 - Ms. Wanda Reece 2009 - Ms. Heather Tinney

1972 - Mr. William Earnshaw 1991 - Ms. Susan E. Vinz 2010 - Ms. Allison Cash

1973 - Mr. William Klabunde 1992 - Mr. Steven Hollich 2011 - Mr. Tom Hancock

1974 - Mr. John Benefield 1993 - Dr. Francis Wang 2012 - Mr. Emmett McDonald

1975 - Mr. Thomas Tarbox 1994 - Dr. J. Wayne McCain 2013 - Mr. Tom Kmiec

1976 - Mr. John Young 1995 - Mr. G. Alan Lowrey 2014 - Ms. Sheree Gay

1977 - Mr. Alfred Orillion 1996 - Mr. John Lassiter 2015 - Mr. Kenneth Philippart

1978 - Mr. Raymond Deep 1997 - Ms. Lisa Noblitt 2016 - Dr. Kurt Polzin

1979 - Dr. Nicholas Costes 1998 - Mr. Paul Luz 2017 - Brandon Sti ltner

1980 - Mr. William Pittm an 1999 - Mr. Alfred Wright

1963 - Mr. William Davis, Jr. 1982 - Mr. Charles Darwin 2002 - Mr. Paul S. Gill

1964 - Mr. Carl Pinyerd 1983 - Mr. James Downey III 2003 - Mr. Robert Sackheim

1965 - BG Ivey Drewry 1984 - Mr. Robert Schwinghamer2004 - Mr. Rex D. Geveden

1966 - Mr. Joseph Moquin 1985 - Mr. William Bradford 2005 - Dr. George R. Schmidt

1967 - Dr. Eberhard Rees 1986 - Mr. Kenneth Taylor 2006 - Mr. Stephen A. Cook

1968 - Dr. Arthur Rudolph 1987 - Mr. Walter Dixon, Jr. 2007 - Mr. John Vickers

1969 - Mr. John Goodloe 1988 - Mr. James Thompson, Jr.2008 - MG John Holly

1970 - Dr. Martin Schilling 1989 - Mr. Thomas J. Lee 2009 - Mr. David A. King

1971 - Dr. John McDaniel 1990 - Mr. Konrad K. Dannenberg2010 - Mr. Steve Cash

1972 - Dr. William McCorkle 1991 - Dr. Kenneth E. Harwell 2011 - Mr. Daniel J. Davis

1973 - Mr. William Giardini 1992 - Mr. Carmine De Sanctis 2012 - Mr. Eric Edwards

1974 - Mr. Leland Belew 1993 - Dr. James B. Blackmon 2013 - Mr. Randy Lycans

1975 - Dr. William Lucas 1994 - Mr. Harry G. Craft 2014 - Mr. James Chilton

1976 - Mr. John Leonard 1995 - Mr. John E. Irby 2015 - LTG (ret) Joseph Cosumano, Jr.

1977 - Dr. Fred Speer 1997 - Mr. Jean R. Olivier 2016 - Mr. Garry Lyles

1978 - Mr. Gustav Kroll 1998 - Mr. Steven D. Pearson 2017 - Mr. Chris Crumbly

1979 - MG Oliver Street 1999 - Mr. Thomas M. Hancock III

1980 - Mr. Robert Lindstrom 2000 - Mr. Edwin Pruett

1981 - Mr. Cecil Richardson 2001 - Dr. Clark W. Hawk

1959 - MG J. B. Medaris 1978 - Dr. William Mrazek 1999 - Mr. Otha H. Vaughn

1960 - MG J. A. Barclay 1979 - Dr. Sherman Seltzer 2000 - Mr. Ralph Carruth

1961 - MG H. N. Tofto y 1980 - Dr. Oskar Essenwanger 2001 - Dr. Martin C. Weisskopf

           Dr. Wehrner V on Braun 1981 - Dr. William McCorkle 2002 - Mr. Robert L. Sackheim

1962 - Dr. Ernst Stuhlinger 1982 - Dr. S. T. Wu 2003 - Dr. Paul M. Munafo

1963 - Mr. Karl Heimburg 1983 - Dr. Donald Spring 2004 - Dr. Ann F. Whitaker

1964 - Mr. Hugh Taylor, Jr. 1984 - Dr. Allie Smith 2005 - Dr. Jeffery J. Kolodzierjczak

1965 - Dr. William Lucas 1985 - Dr. William Vaughn 2006 - Dr. Clark Hawk

1966 - Dr. H. H. Koelle 1986 - Mr. Raymond Deep 2007 - Dr. John M. Davis   

1967 - Mr. William Snoddy 1987 - Mr. Robert Ryan 2008 - Dr. John Christy

1968 - MG Charles Eifler, Jr. 1988 - BG Robert Stewart 2009 - Dr. Charles Meegan

1970 - Dr. Herman Weidner 1989 - Dr. Owen K. Garriott 2010 - Dr. Thomas L. Server

1971 - Dr. Eberhard Rees 1991 - Dr. Henry B. Waites 2011 - Mr. Aloysius ñAlò Reisz

1972 - Mr. Gerhard Heller 1992 - Dr. Nobie Stone 2012 - Dr. Mike Griffi n

1973 - Mr. James Kingsbury 1993 - Prof. Richard Sforzini 2013 - Mr. Thomas M. Hancock III

1974 - Dr. Rudolf Hermann 1994 - Dr. David L. Dean 2014 - Mr. Gordon Woodcock

1975 - Dr. Henry Shuey 1995 - Mr. Konrad Dannenberg 2015 - Mr. Thomas J. "Jack"  Lee

1976 - Mr. Frederick Ordway III1997 - Mr. James H. Boschma 2016 - Dr. Winfred A. Foster

1977 - Dr. Charles Lundquist 1998 - Dr. Nichols C. Costas 2017 - Mr. John Cochran

Martin	Schilling	Award	Recipients

Holger	Toftoy	Award	Recipients

Hermann	Oberth	Award	Recipients



                        Martin Schilling Award 
 
The award is named for the Section's founding president, Dr. Martin 
Schilling.  In recognition of outstanding service to the Section, such as 
major contributions to its growth, technical programs, or administrative 
functions, the 2018 Award is presented to: 
 

Dr. Naveen Vetcha 
Dr. Naveen Vetcha is a propulsion analyst 
at ERC Inc. supporting Jacobs ESSCA 
contract at NASA Marshall Space Flight 
Center (MSFC). His work involves system 
level analysis of RS-25 Engines that will 
power the core stage of NASA’s Space 
Launch System (SLS). He is also a part-
time instructor at UAH College of 

Engineering. Prior to this, he was a staff engineer at ManTech where he 
was the lead test analyst for James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) 
Sunshield’s shape analysis. Before joining ManTech, he worked as an 
Application Engineer at ESI US R&D providing customer support for 
complex Multiphysics analysis using CFD-ACE+ suite of software. 
He has been a very active member of AIAA Greater Huntsville Section 
serving on the section’s council as the Chair (2017-18), Vice-Chair (2016-
17) and Honors & Awards Director (2016). He is a member of ASME, AAAS, 
and HAL5. He is an amateur astronomer and is the current outreach 
director at Huntsville based Von Braun Astronomical Society (VBAS). Dr. 
Vetcha received MS & PhD degrees in Mechanical Engineering from 
University of California Los Angeles, MTech in Mechanical Engineering 
from Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur, and BE in Mechanical 
Engineering from Osmania University, India.  
 



Holger Toftoy Award 
 

In recognition of outstanding technical management in the fields of 
aeronautics and astronautics, the 2018 Award is presented to: 
 
 

Mr. David Trent 

David (Dave) Trent is the Site Director for 
the Airbus Engineering Center in Mobile, 
Alabama. As the first Mobile center 
employee hired in 2005, Dave has led the 
office’s growth from its creation to its 
current size of over 200 engineering and 
design staff. 
Prior to joining Airbus, Dave held 
engineering management positions at 

Bombardier Aerospace and Gulfstream Aerospace and was General 
Manager at Hiller, Inc. He has been involved in the development and 
delivery of aircraft cabins since 1993. Throughout his career, Dave has 
been passionate about efficient process improvement, robust design 
solutions, a drive for excellence, and diversity of decision making. 
Dave gives Airbus a strong and welcome community reputation through 
his civic involvement. He is vice president of the Board of Trustees of the 
Gulf Coast Exploreum Science Center (having previously been chairman), 
a member of the University of South Alabama’s College of Engineering 
Industrial Advisory Board, a member of the Mitchell College of Business 
Executive Advisory Council, the secretary for the Alabama Aerospace 
Industries Association, a member of the Board of the United Way of 
Southwest Alabama, and a member of the Board of the Ascension Health 
Gulf Coast Health System. 
Raised in Southern California, Dave received his Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Mechanical Engineering and Masters Degree in Business 
Administration from the California State University of Fullerton. 



Hermann Oberth Award 
 

In recognition of outstanding individual scientific achievement in the fields 
of astronautics and space sciences and the promotion and advancement 
of the aeronautical sciences, the 2018 Award is presented to: 

 
Dr. Roy J. Hartfield 

 Roy J. Hartfield, Jr. is the Walt and 
Virginia Woltosz Professor of Aerospace 
Engineering in the Samuel Ginn College of 
Engineering at Auburn University.  He holds a 
PhD in Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 
from the University of Virginia (1991).  Dr. 
Hartfield’s technical interests include 
optimization of aerospace systems, propulsion, 
aerodynamics, wind tunnel testing, and optical 

diagnostics.  He is well published in these areas. Dr. Hartfield is active in 
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, having served as 
a member of the High Speed Airbreathing Propulsion Technical 
Committee, a member of the Applied Aerodynamics Technical Committee 
and as Technical Chair of the 25th AIAA Applied Aerodynamics 
Conference.  Dr. Hartfield has taught short courses to a range of audiences 
on the topic of Rocket Propulsion, he has consulted on airship design, he 
has developed and patented an engine, and he co-founded Research in 
Flight, the developer of FlightStream.  

Dr. Hartfield has directed numerous funded missile related 
analysis and design efforts for the Defense Intelligence Agency, the Army 
Aviation Command, NASA, and private companies.  The technical areas for 
these efforts have spanned launch vehicle design, solid motor modeling, 
liquid rocket engine based missile systems, guidance problems, 
optimization methodology development, reverse engineering of missile 
systems, surrogate modeling, boosted ramjet systems and scramjet 
systems.  

 

 



2017 – 2018 AIAA Greater Huntsville Section Council 
 

Officers 
 Chair – Naveen Vetcha 
 Vice-Chair – Alex Jehle 
 Secretary – Joe  Huwaldt 
 Treasurer – Lauren Badia 

 
Directors 

 Past Chair –Brandon Stiltner 
 Communications – Erin Walker 
     Education – Dr. Felix Ewere 
     Honors and Awards – Joe Majdalani 
     Liaison to Professional Societies – Nishanth Goli 
     Liason to Student Branches – Brittani Searcy 
     Membership – Candice Dalton 
 Public Policy – Chris Crumbly 
     Special Projects – Tracie Prater 
 Young Professional – Tammy Statha 

 Webmaster – Arloe Mayne 
        Newsletter Editor – Kelly Burnham 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2017-2018 AIAA Greater Huntsville Section Council Members 

We are always recruiting new, dynamic members to participate in 
our various activities and to shape future plans. Be a part of the 

AIAA team!  
https://hsv-aiaa.org 

https://hsv-aiaa.org/


2018 - 2019 Greater Huntsville Section Council 
 

Officers 
 Chair –  Alex Jehle        NEW 
 Vice-Chair –Greg Simpson     NEW 
 Secretary – Julie Mason         NEW 
 Treasurer – Kathryn Crowe     NEW 
     

Directors 
  
 Vice-Chair, Mobile – Allan Lang                    NEW 
 Communication – Caroline Wang                NEW 
 Education – Demetrius Bell                 NEW  
 Honors & Awards –Joe Majdalani      
 Immediate Past Chair –Naveen Vetcha               NEW 

Liaison to Student Branches – Brittani Searcy              NEW   
Liaison to Professional Societies – Nishanth Goli              NEW 

 Membership – Theresa Jehle                NEW  
 Pre-College Outreach –Jim Parsons                            NEW 
 Public Policy – Chris Crumbly    

Special Projects – Patrick Dees                NEW 
 Young Professionals – Nishanth Goli                NEW  
 Webmaster – Arloe Mayne 

 
 

 
 

Invited Speaker 

Section Members competing at the Pumpkin Blast Competition (Sept. 30, 2017) 



In Memoriam 
The Greater Huntsville Section mourned the passing of two great members 
of our professional community last year.  They will be missed. 
 

Dr. Charles Lundquist 
Mr. Michael Radke 

Dr. Shu Tsan Wu 
 

 

2018 Membership Anniversaries 

60 Year Member Dr. L Michael Freeman 

Capt. James McVoy Mr. John London 

Dr. Susan Wu Mr. Kevin Stephens 

Mr. Robert Richmond Mr. Michael Nardella 

Mr. Rein Ise 25 Year Member 

50 Year Member Dr. Biliyar Bhat 

Mr. Myron Pessin Dr. Henry Brandhorst 

40 Year Member  

Dr. Joseph Hoffman  

Dr. Keith Koenig  
 



Thank you to tonight’s corporate sponsors 
 

Gold Sponsors 

 
Silver Sponsor 

 

 
 

Bronze Sponsor 
 

   
 

    
 
 
 
 

Thank you to tonight’s host, The Jackson Center 



Our Credo 
 

As aerospace professionals, we have devoted our lives to 

understanding what many people believe is unknowable. We pursue 

the undiscoverable. We work in the uninhabitable. We ponder the 

indecipherable. Dream the impossible. Chase the unattainable. 

 

And in the end, we routinely accomplish the unimaginable. We unravel 

the mysteries of flight and space, constantly finding new ways of 

showing gravity who’s boss. 

 

But if our work is to continue, we must also ignite the imagination of 

people outside the profession, convincing them that the things we 

learn, and the things we create, are important. That daily life is better 

because of them. 

 

And that is our reason for being at AIAA. To foster an environment 

that helps our members succeed. Where their work can be enriched, 

acknowledged, and advanced. To that end, we provide an intellectual 

meeting place where ideas can be exchanged among members in 

industry, government, and academia. Where partnerships can be 

formed. And global collaboration can thrive. 

 

At AIAA, we celebrate our members’ ingenuity and achievements, from 

the small but brilliantly simple to the complex missions that alter the 

course of human existence. We lay the groundwork for future 

advances by creating an atmosphere that inspires innovation. And we 

help the world to understand the need for it. 

 

We provide continuity and camaraderie for our members, wherever 

their careers may take them. And we ensure their adaptability in an 

ever-changing industry. 

 

We provide a launching pad for emerging professionals. And a 

welcoming atmosphere for students pursuing careers in aerospace. 

 



At AIAA, we work hard to make sure that aerospace professionals are 

recognized for their contributions in making the world safer, more 

connected, more accessible, and more prosperous. And we prove 

every day that with enough support, enough intellectual stimulation 

and enough collaboration, nothing is impossible. 

 

Our purpose and our goal is to fuel our members’ imaginations. To 

support their ambitions. And to inspire the rest of the world to do 

what has always come naturally to us. 

 

To dream. 


